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The Oklahoma SCS/NRCS Retirees met at the Golden Corral Buffet Restaurant in Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma on April 22, 2016.  Thirty nine people were in attendance.  They were:  Ed 
Abernathy, Don Bartolina, Kenneth and Rebecca Blan, Lester Brockmann, Bob 
Bumgarner, Steve Chessmore, Everett and Helen Cole, Les and Barbara Conner, Duane 
Crider, Wayne Fjeseth, Fred and Gayle Fortney, Randy Freeland, Harry Fritzler, Lloyd 
Garrison, Shelley Hungerford, Otho Lamar, Nick Lambeth, Jim McCampbell, Tim Miller, 
Herb Moody, George Moreland and guest Betty Gilbert, Nelson and Mary Mueller, Glen 
and Eunice Mullen and daughter Carolyn, John and Joy Pewthers, Stan and Fredia Rice, 
Dan Runnels, Bob and Milly Smith, and Bettie Todd.  
Oklahoma SCS/NRCS Retiree President Gordon Moebius has recently had surgery so Dan 
Runnels, Vice-President presided over the meeting and called the meeting to order.  Dan gave a 
brief update on Gordon's status and asked for others in need of prayer.  It was mentioned that 
Ruel Bain is not doing well.  Stan Rice provided the blessing for the meal and everyone enjoyed 
the buffet meal.  
 
Following the meal, Vice-President Runnels again called the meeting to order.  First time 
attendees introduced themselves:   Shelley Hungerford retired in March 2013 as an 
Administrative Assistant for Field Operations in the State Office.  She worked with many of the 
retirees since she worked in Programs, Ecological Sciences, Financial Management, and Public 
Affairs at various times throughout her career.  She also served in the Perry Area Office and 
Woodward Field Office.  And now works as a contract employee at the State Office for the 
Programs Section.  Her husband (David) is still working from NRCS.  They love to travel when 
time allows and spending time with family.  Others in attendance introduced themselves and 
their spouse or guest if in attendance.  
 

  
Shelley Hungerford and Dan Runnels  

Kenneth and Rebecca Blan live south of Antlers, Oklahoma.  They raise a few calves and a few 
pine trees.  Kenneth said they attend First Baptist Church regularly and have 4 kids, "thousands" 
of grandkids, and "hundreds" of great grandkids scattered all over everywhere.  A cow-calf 



operation and timber management program keep George Moreland plenty busy.  He is currently 
logging some fields he planted to trees  in 1973 and replanting the logged area to permanent 
pasture.  He likes to fish and hunt in his spare time along with hunting arrowheads. 
 

  
George Moreland and Betty Gilbert  

Les Conner is a volunteer at the Oklahoma State University Botanic Garden, the Stillwater 
Public Library, and at Countryside Baptist Church.  He and Barbara love to vacation in 
Colorado and sightsee and ski.  They recently celebrated 50 great years together.  Duane Crider 
said he and Jan love to travel, especially cruises.  He runs every day for exercise as well as 
keeping up with 4 grandsons and their parents that live within 1/4 mile of them. 
 
Don Bartolina still works with the National Land and Range Judging Contest in Oklahoma City.  
He is the local coordinator in its 65th year of existence.  Stan and Fredia Rice still work part 
time, volunteer, travel, and enjoy their grand kids and great grand baby. 
 

  
Fredia and Stan Rice 



 
A card was also read from Joan Leaverton expressing her appreciation for the SCS/NRCS 
Family and what they have meant to her and Erwin for many years.  She noted that the date of 
our meeting (April 22nd) would have been Erwin's 87th birthday. 
 
During introductions, several members related memories of their work for the greatest federal 
government agency in the country.  Editor's Note:  These are always interesting and uplifting to 
members in attendance.  Please come to future meetings with memories to share. 
 

  
Joy and John Pewthers  

A copy of the National Retirees Newsletter was passed around so members could see what 
shows up in the Oklahoma section of that newsletter.  It contains pictures from our previous 
meetings and news about retiree groups in other states. 
 
The retiree website (www.cyber-shack.net/nrcs/ ) has been helpful in our effort to keep retirees 
informed.  This website also has a posting of the attendees, minutes and pictures from each of the 
meetings.  For several years, Bill Porter has kept this website current with pictures and other 
items of interest to the retirees.  We will miss Bill but hope someone will step up with computer 
skills to keep Bill's efforts on the web. 
 
Dan Runnels read a list of recent retirees:  Lou Ann Walker, Information Technology, State 
Office, Stillwater, 11/1/15;  Steve Elsener, Biologist, State Office, Stillwater, 1/3/16, 40 yrs. 4 
mo;  Steve Clark, Resource Specialist, Claremore TSO, 12/31/15, 35 yrs;  Paula Templeton, 
CD Secretary, Wagoner, 1/16, 38 yrs;  Jon Lillie, Construction Inspector, Stillwater Watershed 
Office, 3/1/16, 12 yrs;  and Julie Adams, Cartographer/GIS Specialist, State Office, Stillwater, 
2/16/16, 22 ½ yrs. 
 
Fred Fortney read a list of retiree deaths since October 2015:  They were: 
Velma Jean Herndon, 95, 11/7/15, retired 1980, State Office, Stillwater, 30 yrs;  Bill Fagan, 
84, 11/14/15, retired 1990, Project Engineer, Okmulgee, 37 yrs;  Beverly J. Collyar, 88, 
12/5/15, CD Secretary, Newkirk (mother of Dean Collyar, SCT @ Pawhuska & Newkirk);  
Mavis Jones, 88, 1/13/16, State Office, State Construction Engineer, retired 1986, 38 yrs;  Billy 
Putnam, 89, 2/22/16, Administrative Officer (Connecticut, Virginia, Puerto Rico & other states), 
retired mid 1980’s & returned to Oklahoma; and his wife Pauline, 89, 2/27/16;  Lemuel (Lem) 



F. Ball, Jr., 91, 2/28/16, AC Okmulgee, retired 1980, 30 yrs.  (also worked Okemah, Poteau & 
Claremore);  Kenneth Ferguson, 84, 3/2/16, DC Poteau, retired mid 1980’s, 26 yrs;  Bill 
Porter, 60, 3/16/16, State Office, Stillwater, ASTC Water Resources, 36 yrs;  H. C. (Henry) 
Langford, 78, 3/25/16, CET, Perry, 37 yrs.  A moment of silence was observed and Fred 
Fortney offered a prayer. 
 
Terry and Sandra Hough sent word that they were spending a few weeks at Beaver Springs 
Campground in Piedmont, MO.  Their children own and operate the Campground and always 
appreciate a little extra help.   
 

  
Lloyd Garrison and Bob Bumgarner  

Tom Lucas continues his work to establish an Oklahoma Conservation Museum.  He still needs 
a couple of SCS/NRCS Retirees to serve on the Board of Directors.  
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Friday, October 28, 2016, at the Golden Corral on MacArthur 
Boulevard in Oklahoma City.  Dan reminded the group that Golden Corral now opens at 
10:00AM so there is extra time for visiting before the meeting starts at 11:30AM.  Everyone is 
welcome and no reservations are required. 


