
Oklahoma SCS/NRCS Retired Employees  
 
Minutes of Meeting 
April 27, 2018 
 
Oklahoma SCS/NRCS Retired Employees met at the Golden Corral Buffet at 520 South 
MacArthur Blvd. in Oklahoma City.  Thirty-five people were in attendance.  Many 
attendees arrived early for visiting before the meeting was called to order.   
 
President Duane Crider called the meeting to order.  Randy Freeland had borrowed a 
portable speaker system for use during the meeting which assisted those speaking to 
the group.  Duane asked if anyone knew of a retiree needing prayers.  Nick Lambeth 
was not in attendance as he is recovering from a sore on his foot which he has had 
since he was in the hospital in Oklahoma City last December.  He had fallen and broke 
a bone in his upper leg.  Chris Shepherd provided the blessing for the meal and 
everyone enjoyed the buffet meal.  
 
Following the meal, President Duane Crider again called the meeting to order.  First 
time attendees introduced themselves:  Ed Stinchcomb retired as the DC at Chandler 
January 1, 2018.  He travels to Hollis every two weeks to check on his mother and 
oversee the family farm.  Dick Bogard retired as the RC&D Coordinator at Pawhuska in 
January 1996.  He and his wife Avon currently reside in Durant.  Gene Spurlock told the 
group Dick had taught him to water ski at one time.  Everyone in attendance introduced 
themselves and their spouse or guest in attendance.  
 
Randy Freeland passed around forms for retirees to provide information about their 
retirement activities (i.e. volunteer work, travel, part-time work, activities, etc.)  This 
information is used for the Oklahoma Retired SCS/NRCS Employees Association 
newsletter along with the minutes of the meeting.  Many retirees have expressed their 
appreciation for the information presented on the website www.joepad.com .  When 
they are not able to attend the meetings, the website provides pictures, list of attendees, 
etc.  
 
Secretary/Treasurer Sandra Hough read the minutes of the October 27, 2017, meeting.  
They were approved as read.  The treasurers’ report showed a balance at the last 
meeting of $750.55 with $130.00 dues deposited for a beginning balance of $880.55.  
Expenses for this meeting were $249.59 leaving an ending balance of $630.96.  There 
were 306 notices mailed, 1 returned with 1 updated.  Correct addresses are needed for 
recent retirees:  Phil Glenn, Pauls Valley; Larry Coppock, Perry; Joe Vielma, Pawnee; 
Tony Schreiner, Frederick; Birdie Neal, Stillwater and Mike Till, Watonga. 
 
Members were reminded that we collect $10 per year from each member for expenses 
for the Association.  They can be paid in April or October each year.  Dues are collected 
from members only during the current year.  Dues are not collected for prior years.   
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Fred Fortney read a list of recent retirees:  Jerry Balch, SCT, Marietta, 1/31/18, worked 
for the Conservation District for 23 years and then for NRCS for 14 years; Babette 
Goodwin, Personnel, Stillwater SO; David McKay, Resource Engineer, Woodward TSO, 
12/31/17, 35 years; Ed Stinchcomb, DC, Chandler FO, 1/3/18, 37 years; Steve Kelley, 
DC Clinton FO, 1/3/18; Phil Glenn, Construction Inspector, Pauls Valley WO (2009) & 
Shawnee FO (2013), 11/22/17; Larry Coppock, Resource Engineer, Perry TSO; Joe 
Vielma, Soil Conservationist, Pawnee FO; Tony Schreiner, Soil Conservation 
Technician, Frederick FO, 17 years; Birdie Neal, State Office, 3/31/18; and Mike Till, 
Soil Conservation Technician, Watonga FO, 3/31/18. 
 
Fred Fortney also read a list of retiree deaths since October 2017.  They were:  Ron 
Treat, 74, retired Water Resources Staff, Stillwater SO, 37 years, 1/14/18;  Anna Sue 
Armstrong, 87, retired Caney Valley CD Secretary, Bartlesville, retired in 2006, 12/17; 
Otis Bennett, retired RC&D Coordinator, lived in Owasso, OK, 3/12/18;  Ruby Speed, 
retired from State Office, lived in Pawnee, 101 years old, 12/16;  Allen Moss, former 
RC&D Coordinator in Tahlequah, lived in Vici, OK, had 21 years of service before 
resigning, 4/17/18; and Carolyn Soloman, widow of Leonard Soloman, former Executive 
Director of the Oklahoma Conservation Commission.  Fred asked for a moment of 
silence in their memory and provided a prayer. 
 
Larry Caldwell presented an update on the status of the group working to establish a 
museum, etc.  He is the NRCS Retirees representative on the Oklahoma Conservation 
Historical Society (OCHS) working to establish a conservation museum, etc.  The 
purpose of the Oklahoma Conservation Historical Society (OCHS) is to celebrate 
Oklahoma’s rich conservation history by collecting, preserving, and sharing this history 
with the citizens of the state. OCHS is now incorporated in the State of Oklahoma. The 
officers are: Ben Pollard, President; Wayne Fjeseth, Vice President; and Kim Farber, 
Secretary-Treasurer.  The board of OCHS is made up of representatives from OACD 
(Bill Jordon), NRCS Retirees (Larry Caldwell), the Conservation Commission Retirees 
(Mike Rooker), the Conservation District Employee Association (Fredia Rice), the RC&D 
Association (Stan Rice), and the Soil and Water Conservation Society (Don Bartolina).  
OCHS is in the process of becoming a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. OACD is serving 
as our financial agent until that process is completed.  OCHS is partnering with the 
Oklahoma Historical Society, the Oklahoma Department of Libraries and Oklahoma 
State University’s Oral History Program to preserve Oklahoma’s conservation history.  
OCHS will partner with the Oklahoma History Center staff to evaluate historical 
conservation artifacts and materials to determine those of statewide significance for 
preservation. The Oklahoma State University Oral History Program has completed 11 
interviews to date with conservation leaders that will be preserved in their permanent 
oral history collection website (https://library.okstate.edu/oralhistory/digital/)  OCH and 
NRCS are entering into an agreement that will provide for 11 more oral histories of 
NRCS employees, digitizing 20,000 black and white historic photos to be placed on the 
Gateway to Oklahoma History website (https://gateway.okhistory.org/), and sharing of 
Oklahoma conservation history with NRCS employees.  Memberships with the 
Oklahoma Conservation Historical Society are now being accepted.  Membership 
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categories are: Individual ($25), Family ($40), Organization ($50), and Founding ($100). 
To date, 45 members have joined. 
 
Duane Crider entertained a motion to join the Oklahoma Conservation Historical Society 
(OCHS) at the organization $50 level.  The group unanimously voted to join.  Sandra 
Hough, Secretary/Treasurer, will submit the application and payment of the dues. 
 
Randy and Bonnie Freeland brought the equipment to show the video “The Hugh 
Hammond Bennett Story”.  It was approximately 20 minutes in length.   The information 
in the video made the entire group ‘proud’ to have been a part of the conservation 
movement in Oklahoma.  A ‘big thanks’ to Randy & Bonnie for their work in presenting 
the video. 
 
Duane Crider announced to the group that he, Chris Shepherd and Sandra Hough had 
agreed to continue to serve as officers of the group for another year.  Chris Shepherd 
will be president, Duane Crider vice-president and Sandra Hough, secretary/treasurer.  
No other nominations were offered and a motion was made and seconded to accept this 
proposal for officers for the upcoming year. 
 
Don Bartolina announced that the guest of Otho Lamar, Bobbie Steenbergen was given 
recognition earlier in the year as a ‘Distinguished Significant Woman in Agriculture’.  
Congratulations to Bobbie Steenbergen! 
 
Duane Crider announced that his 16 year old grandson would be running the half-
marathon in the Oklahoma City Run to Remember on Sunday, April 29, 2018.  Duane 
and his grandson ran the relay last year.  Stan and Fredia Rice’ son will be running a 
100-mile marathon on the Talihina Drive in Tahlequah. 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Friday, October 26, 2018, at the Golden Corral on 
MacArthur Boulevard in Oklahoma City.   The Golden Corral opens at 10:00AM so there 
is extra time for visiting before the meeting starts at 11:30AM. 
 
There was no other business to bring before the group and the meeting was adjourned. 


